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At 2 PM on 12 April, 1961 I visited the lecturer of Kiev 

Universitj^jf'^rnP.H, KOSTlMi who works at the Australian 



National University for 3 months and is going to stay there for 3 more months, 
who is a reaarkpble solentist/ 

Subject, was invited and brought over to Australia by the Hxtxc by the 



Government of Austria- and the government pays for his work. The Australian 
National University is a research institution and therefore does not have 
teaching programs and does not enroll students. Many foreigners including 



negroes are doing research at this university, 

SUBJECT received 2 letters from me. Re replied to one, I also 
sent hiiS' an issue of a special edition of the paper VIINA DUMKA (Free Thought) 
published in Australia, This issue contained a thorough review of the achie- 
vements by the Ukrainian emigres in Australia, 

After ny arrival at the university I reported to the secre- 
tary at the John Ciurtis laboratory, gave her my name and asked her to inform 
professor iiDSTIUK, After a few moments he came down smiling and behaving very 
freely^ shook hands with me. He is somewhat over medium size, thin,blond, 

35 years of age. He said i”I am gald to meet you, 1 apologize for not replying 
to your second letter, thank you for Jhe newspaper you sent me, I did not write 
because I have dcsnplet© my work , and I have only 3 months left. In order 
to finish laboratory experiments I have to work sometimes day and night”, 
SOURCE; Who paid for your trip? 

SUBJECT; Australia pays for all expenses. 



SO; Which education system (level) Is better the Soviet or Austral iaM? 



page 2 



S0I It is impossible to ompare because this is a researidi tmiversitgr 

SOi I was very pleased when I learned that a Ukrainian is doing such important 

wca’k 

SUt It is not so important. Was my name really in the Australian press? 

SO I Yes It was and 2 other names of Russian professors who were in Sidney, 

SU* 0 yes» they already left, 

SO I Why don’t you get in touch with Ukrainians here abroad , not all of us 
are as bad claimed by the Soviet press. We are ]:d.eased xtth every 

time some Ukrainians ccme abroad, 

SUj You know,., I don’t have mudh time. During these 6 months I have to finish 

my work. And hy the way I got aqxiainted with professor PABAMONOV and we have 

najqr mutual friends in Kiev, 

SOj Is PARAMOKOV a new «aigre? 

left/ 

SUi 0 yes be is new , he kxkk fiena Kiev during th© war. Not long ago his wife 
died in Kiev so he has no family ties in Kiev any more. He is a very wise 
and experienced man. Re took me on a trip and riiowed me ttie capital and 
vcinity. He has a very important position « as ethymologist, he knows his 
Job exoelently* You see the emigres have no lesser chance than I have, 

The conversation continued in friendly atmosphere* OBJECT was very 
calm» behaved freely with his hands in in pockets of a whit® coat. He answered 
almost every question and did not try to avoid answering them. At the same 
time he was thinking about the answeres. 

SOt Your Ukrainian langmge is so pretty 

SUi Why do you wonder, this is normal. Did you expect that I will use 
Russicisms , I lectured in Ukrainian language at the university, I also 
noticed that you are tvm. Galicia. 

SOs Yes, I expected Russicisns in your Ukrainian language and no wonder, 
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because Rylelgri and Saolyob spoke up In defense of Rkra inian language because 
it is so muob abused tb^ere* 

SlJt yes, one has to take into consdereration the displa cement of peoples, 

SOI _ , 1 / 

xnnoda^ls is true, but I say to you that it /Abnormal that in Qalicia, 
and particularly in Lviv there are so many Russian s* And so me^ Russian 
schools which never have been there before. Thin is to build oatmunism 
with one coamon language. ( At thisSlQ^. smiled, did not say a word ) 

I mentioned Ge^raphy of Ukraine by 0. Dibrova which was published only 
1500 copies 

SU| I know Dibrova, I met him at the Black Sea. ik 3500 copies of Geography 

is ridiculous , it wouldn’t be saffioient even for libraries, 

Ukrainian/ 

SOt There are not safficent publications in Ukraine and there are no Ukra- 
inian emigre publications reaching Ukraine. Here you go to the bookstore and 
buy any of Soviet Ukrainian publications ^nd therefore we have a possibility 

for comparing. In Ukraine people do not have such a possibility, 
magazine/ 

SUt Now a good p a h S bt B Hi fcfa M is being publirfied in Ukraine -VSESVIT, 

SO I Who is the editor? 

SU: I don't know 

SOj I remember -POLTORATSKTI ( I said it intentionally, to prove that I knew 
something about the present situation in Ukraine, ) I met here with one 
Pole and we talked about you. The Pole said that he heard about you and that 
you were in Paris, 

SUi les, I was in Paris, but hot in my i«*ofe88ion* 

SO: I asked him about the Kiev subway and SUi started to talk about It in 
scaa© detail. Then I asked: Have you been in Lviv? 

SU: les, I was and In the Tran scar pa thian oblast too. Now you can go there, 
it is not the same times as it was in 1940-41, 

SO: And what about the tragic landslide in Kiev? 
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SUi that Is probably an invention of the local press bere^ they like 
aensatione* 

SO I But M the paper SOVIET tFKRABIE brought the neu^tooy although one month 
late, 

SBi What do you sayi and were there Injwed and killed? 

SO* there were 143 dead and the same amount of Injured* How could It occur? 
S0» there were landslides often in that area. It is surprising that few days 
ago I received a letter from home and don’t say a word about it. I have 
friends in ttie area. ( explained the geological structgt^of this location 
and how water washes it) 

SO: SOVIET OKRA IKE brought the news about the vlGtlms and losses and added 
that the” guilty €®es have been punished". We both laughed. 

And you must know well BAB3CH TAR, because there the Germans shot many Jews. 

Do you also knew well the Germans? 

SO* No, I was evacmated to Stalingrad, but moidier and sister were under 
the Germans and X knew t^em from their stories. 

SO: And you don't believe that all the Ukrainians abroad are German colla- 
borat(^B. 

SO* Certainly not, there are many emigrations in the world, of many natio- 
nalities, why there shoxOLd not be a Ukrainian emigration? 

SO: There were some Ukrainian oollaborators too, bu t not many. 

SU: Many have returned heme, t^ey have been amnestied, they are not perse- 
cuted and the state helped them to settle down. 

SO* For example they forgave professor KAMHvSKII who lectured at 'Uie Ukrailna 
University in Prague and he writes in VISTI z UKRAINT that he had repented 
his past. What for has he been imprisoned for 14 years? Or another example, 
lou say everything is well now, and my sister writes from Canada that one 
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of lije progroBsivee there, who of oourse Is in favor with the Soviet want 
®n a trip to Lviv and there he was not allowed to go to the villages only 
his family was brought to him to Lviv, this is a fact* 

SUt Ibis must be some misunderstanding, probably some local authorities did 
it this way. 

like myself,/ 

SOt And what about those who would like to go to Ukraine for a visit , but 
the fact that permission to go to nay country aoust be obtained fjreaa Hosoow 
very unpleasant to me and taaakes me feel insulted* Why Is it that say, sme 
kind of a (^amero^ or tuoy other have '^eir own rejsresentationB abroad aiod we 
hftve to obtain pemission to travel to Ukraine frcam Moscow* friend 
editor MacHikol from ttae Sidney Daily Telegra^ was in Moscow and he told 
nae all about it* 

SUi You are oversensitive, it does not make any difference, paartloularly 
for me it doesn’t make aany difference* 

SO: It makes much difference me, :diy aehould I turn to Moscow when we 

have our own capital. This fact deepens in us Ukrainians a complex of 

might/ 

inferiority* ( Feeling that a polmnic idScSi start I changed the subject) 

This is a problam which cannot be solved either by you or isayself , we just 
have a talk# about It. ( then discussed the meaning of the word "nati»- 
raliaation” and then the econlmio sittiatlon in Ukraine, the prises et cat, 

SU stated that good qtiolity goods are still very expensive in the UI®R0 
SOt Do you know whether Ukraine is going to participate in the Trad# Fair 
in Australia? 

SUi I don’t know, that is the matter of the Embassy, I don’t have arytiiing 
to do with it. 

SO t From letters I happen to know that one woman in Ukraine bought a house 
for 22000 rublesj this is very expensive* 
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S0J Walt, this la new currency is only 2 000 or caxe thousand pounds, %is 
is the seme like here, I think that the present ndbaoae^xikK ruble 
correspcmds with the value of the potmd. In additlcn wages are muoh higher 
■Wiere than here, I nyeelf receive much more pay there than here. All the 



scientists receive more, 

SOi i^ a pleasur talking to you, because you have all first hand informa- 
tiott from Ukraine, nevertheless It is a pity that only very vei^ few Ukraini- 
ans ccaae out , and those who come are afraid to get In touch wli)h the 



SU» Why, I am not afraid, but people are different, 

SO: There was HNATIUK here, but he sang <aily twov/songe il^^Ukrainia^ the 
rest were Russian songs, 

SU: Msybe his program contained only classics* 

in Russian language/ 

SO: Ho there were fat s Kt i ai classics end Russian songs as well and HHATIUE 
said that the program was worked out in Moscow and that he could not change it, 
SU: I Ihink that more Ukrainians will come abroad now, because the Petrow 
affair spoiled relations with Australia and there was no diplOTaatic ocaataot, 

SO: But I still think that Ukrainians from Ukraine are afraid of emigres 

because offioilly we are blamed as foreign agents, 

1 

SU: No * d(m’t think so, in Canada thefe/so many Ukrainians and do you think 
we are against I 

30 1 Yes, I think you have in mind the"i»rogre8Sive8"and we are "regress Ives" 

sincerely/ 

(#ie both latxghed meaningfully, but I thought that he believed that the prog- 
ressives were better,) I read recently , that re|iglim is also free now? 

SU: *here are monasteries for man and women, 

t 

( We talked about the Laura monastery in Klev'vdilch is partially converted 

into a antirellgiouB museum which stands ^pty anil at the same time peasants 
pay 10 rubles for a candle in the ohurdi). 
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SUt Bo what ( we even have a religious magasiae^ the state helps the 
SO I You sho\ildn*t talk suoh a thiak^ you know that all this is "Kasyonne” 
BOj WHy» it is not ’’Kaayonn©*' at all* 

SOj Religion is the laetter of oonsolenO© of an Individual 
SUj Whet churches do you have in the ©migration? 

S0« Orthodox and Catholic* The only trouble is toat the orthodox quarell 
to much among thamselves and the Gatholicx priest are not allowed to get 
married* But anyway the Bkraiaian catholic ehur<^ in Westeim Ukraine has 
been liquidated* (Silence) 

While in Sldn^ you should not forget to come to see me* I assure you toat 
I shall not try to convince you to^dioose freedom” > ^itis no| reason of 
having one more diaplaoed person, 

SUi Yes I shall visit you with pleasure, by the way I want to see Melburn 
and Sidney, but I liave so little time* Where do you live? it far from 
Sidney? 

SO I Ho it is about 6 miles from the city. When you crane to Sidney, you have 
my telei^one, give me a call, I have an old car and I will show you arotind 
and whatever you wish* You will get aquainted with xey wife . Are you here 
alone or with yotir family? 

SU: No, my wife is at home, I shall visit you-nWiile In Sidney. 

And what is your patron imic, excuse me for asking this? 

SOt B<^dan Ste^novy<^, 

I apologize for disturbing you at work 

SU( I am very pleased , while in Canberry , please eom© again* 

SO: I rose first, Don't forget , that you premised to see m© in Sidney. 

And I can writ® to you, can't I? 

SUt Why not, please do. 

He accemapagnied me to the corridoe and we parted. 
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Durlog the conversation S8BJ1CT made the follovlng comment whilf^U0slirioa<“ 
tion of Ukraine was dlsoussedt there were good and bad deeds (by Moscow) 
and it is diffio\ilt to tell whether the positives warn or negatives prevMled* 

Dr« Serhly PARAMONOV, aoologlst-ethymologist at the Australian 
Hatlonal University in Canberra, informed ©ODRC® that ho got aqualnted with 
SUBJECT and took him for a drive around Canberra and the vicinity in order 
to ihow him "how people live under capitalism’*, SUBJECT visited also PAEA- 
monov in his home. Although there is an extensive library in PARAMOSOV's k 
home SUBJECT did not express any interest in any of the books and did not 
ask fcMT any reading material* During their ride ax to the vicinity of 
Canberra, while PARAMONOVwas interested in insects SUBJECT took pictures 
of farms, trees and of PAEAKONOV himself, PARAMOMOV also said that SUBJECT 
%fas previously in Argentina where he did also research work* In PARAMOKOV's 
opinion SUBJECT represents a new kind of a Soviet man. He liehaves freely 
, makes contact with Australians, went svlmmlng with them and had drinks 
with than. It looks that he is not afraid. He is quite different frcaa those 
scientists PARAMONOTknew in Kiev before the war, ”He represents a new and 
better type", he knows his specitilty veiy well and Is in high esteem in 
the ayes of Australians, 

" I am very pleased with my meeting and conversations with SUBJECT, 
he is a very pleasant gtjyXS ( unlmprtint whether shrewed or sincerely pleasant). 
He will not be able to bty me either with his brain or by any devious means, 

We have our plans. He is a difficult type because he is Intelligent and well 
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It is dlffioult to aproach him with propaganda/ 

educated in his profession. Codtact has been established and it would be 
worth while to continue. I will write him a letter again and will again 
touch on topics which we discussed at out meeting. In asy opinion it is impro- 
per at the present time to send him any literature to avoid th© blame of 
being propagandists* Most Important is tax that he does not looser his confi- 
dence in us , any. 

SUBJECT has a possibility of compar ism, » standard of living» freed«3m 

comfortable/ 

of movement, working conditions ( he lives in appartment with kitchen, 
living recall and bedroom/ 

bathroom KtooBads, nicely furnished , including , radio, record player et cet.) 
He tolerates th© Soviet system because they helped him to become scanetoing, 
and in addition his family, mother , sister and wife are there. He was sur- 
prised that Australians are so advanced in the direction of” civilization ” 
eund remain backward culturally, ( he made this ccoment to PARAMONO?). He also 
wondered why Australieins are not interested in politics. He is not much 
interested in reading. Ccmmentlng on theater he said that the Kiev opera is 
probably better than the Bolshoy in Moscow, 

To continue contact with SUBJECT the following should be considered: 
Canberra is 250 miles from Sidney, it consumes money and time. Saturdays and 
Sundays he does not work , so he kills the time someihere. Contact with him 
is easy. It is possible to continue conversations with him. Not a bad idea 
is to take him out of town for a picknic ,say with sesroeone whem he knows well 
Ilk© PARAMONOV, At th© present stage I think it wotdd be proper for him to 
read ecroething anyway, smej tei o jp cS U Oog polemical literature from both sides, 
like SMOLYCH'a "With the people or against it” and the reply by V.HRI8HK0. 



